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cal or not) on the basis of the wars of the fifth and sixth centuries. From 
the eighth to the eleventh century he became the basis of a new legend, just 
as from the tenth to the fourteenth century Finn did in Ireland. As the 
Irish saga included an admixture of classic and German elements, so with 
the Arthurian legends, which underwent independent development in Wales 
and Brittany. As the Finn episodes were formed under the influence of 
the older poetry, so with the Arthurian, in which about a central figure were 
grouped additions continually invented (p. 522). Zimmer finds an exam- 
ple of Middle-Cymric prose Arthurian epos in the Welsh tale of Kilwych 
and Olwen, which he thinks may be a revision of a tale of the tenth cen- 
tury. 

It would require too much space, and would lead too much into the 
range of the problems of literature, to describe the views of our author 
respecting the Arthurian cycle, as presented in a lively attack on the doc- 
trines of Gaston Paris. It is enough to say that he conceives the mediae- 
val French epos to have drawn on a development of the Arthurian stories 
arising in Brittany, and communicated by French Bretons in the form of 
prose folk-tales. 

The opinions of Zimmer are by no means likely to be accepted as in 
any respect a finality ; but it is agreeable to have a discussion of points 
closely affecting early English history and middle-English literature from 
the pen of a man who is versed in the world of Irish tradition, which, as 
he says, is an Africa which few have crossed. 

Concerning the development of mediaeval Arthurian romance, and the 
relation of this literature to Celtic folk-lore, we may have something to 
say in a future number. 

W. W. N. 



LOCAL MEETINGS AND OTHER NOTICES. 

Philadelphia Chapter of the American Folk-Lore Society. — At 
the annual meeting of the chapter, held at the rooms of the chapter, No. 
1520 Chestnut Street, on January 14th, the following officers and com- 
mittee were elected to serve for 189 1 : — 

President, Dr. Daniel G. Brinton ; Treasurer, J. Granville Leach ; Sec- 
retary, Stewart Culin ; Librarian, John W. Jordan, Jr. ; Committee, Rev. 
Alfred L. Elwyn, D. D., Richard L. Ashurst, C. Leland Harrison. 

A meeting was held on the evening of November 10th, at 1520 Chest- 
nut Street, with Richard L. Ashhurst, Esq., in the chair. 

A paper entitled "Games and Popular Superstitions of Nicaragua," by 
Mrs. E. A. P. de Guerrero, was read, and Mr. Edwin A. Barber contributed 
a paper on " Some Games and Amusements of the Western Indians, par- 
ticularly the Ute Tribe of California." Mr. Culin read two papers, one on 
" Children's Street Games " and another entitled " Some Boys' Games from 
Various Places." 
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Boston Association of the American Folk-Lore Society. — The first 
meeting of the season was held at the house of Miss A. L. Alger, No. 6 
Brimmer Street, Boston, Friday, November 21st, at eight p. m. Mr. Stewart 
Culin, of Philadelphia, read a paper on " The Literary Games of the Chi- 
nese." A general discussion followed, turning upon the character and 
conduct of the Chinese colony in Boston. Explanations extremely inter- 
esting to the meeting were made as to these. A question arose as to the 
influence exerted by direct Christian instruction on the Chinese, it being 
held on one side that this influence was practically null, and that conver- 
sions to Christianity occurred only among the more ignorant and less re- 
spectable part of the immigrants, and were usually, even with these, of a 
fictitious and assumed character, while, on the other hand cases were cited 
in which Chinese converts, having returned to their native land, had under- 
gone great suffering and hardship for the sake of their religion. A rule 
was adopted that membership in the association should henceforth be 
elective, a preliminary condition, however, being membership in the na- 
tional society. 

The meeting for December was held on the 31st, at the house of Dr. 
Clarence J. Blake, 226 Marlborough Street. The principal paper of the 
evening was read by Prof. Charles J. Lanman, of Harvard University, on 
" Buddhist Fables," followed by a discussion. Miss Mary Chapman read a 
paper on " The Character of the Chinese in America," with reference to the 
discussion of the previous meeting. It was voted, on the recommendation 
of the Secretary, Mr. W. W. Newell, that a journal, called a "Portfolio," 
be established, intended to contain such suggestions, observations, and 
inquiries, relative to the subjects in which the association is interested, as 
may be sent by any of the members, with or without their names, in writ- 
ing, to the Secretary, such " Portfolio " being in order to be read at the 
beginning of each meeting. 

The meeting for January was held at the house of Mr. Joseph B. War- 
ner, Cambridge, on the 23d. According to resolution of the previous 
meeting, the " Portfolio " was read, containing the proceedings of the last 
meeting; a communication on " Rhymed Prayers," as contained in "The 
American Magazine and Historical Chronicle," published at Boston, Mass., 
in 1746; and an inquiry respecting forms of "Old Quilt Patterns," from 
Mrs. Fanny D. Bergen, Cambridge, Mass., who is desirous of obtaining 
such information as may enable her to complete a collection and descrip- 
tion of the names and forms of patterns used in this curious species of 
fancy work, commonly practised in colonial days. 

The Thaw Fellowship. — A fellowship fund has been established, to 
be known as " The Thaw Fellowship Fund," the trustees being named as 
the trustees of the Peabody Museum of American Archaeology and Eth- 
nology, in connection with Harvard University, in whose hands is placed 
the sum of $30,000. The fund is named in memory of the late William 
Thaw, of Pittsburgh, the donor being his widow, Mrs. Mary Copley Thaw. 
The immediate object of the fund is to promote the philanthropic and 
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scientific work of Miss Alice C. Fletcher among the Indians ; and it is 
provided that Miss Fletcher shall receive the income of the fund during 
her life, or so long as she may carry on the tasks indicated. During the 
period of her labors among the Indians, Miss Fletcher has been associated 
with the Museum as a special assistant. The same line of work and re- 
search is hereafter to be permanently carried on by the income of the fund. 

International Folk-Lore Congress, 1891. — The attention of the 
members of the society is particularly called to the International Folk-Lore 
Congress, which has already been announced as to be held in London 
about the 20th of September, 189 1. Everything will be done to render the 
occasion agreeable, and it is very much to be desired that a good delega- 
tion from America should be present. Members of the American Society 
who are likely to attend, or who expect to be in England about the time 
named, will confer a great favor by sending their names to the Secretary of 
the American Folk-Lore Society. 

The Canadian Indian Aid and Research Society. — This society 
has met with success quite equal to the expectations of the promoters. 
The journal of the society, entitled "The Canadian Indian," is published 
monthly. The annual subscription is $2.00. The journal is not primarily 
of a scientific character, but contains a collection of observations on vari- 
ous subjects connected with manners and customs, as well as with educa- 
tion, schools, etc. The patron of the society is the Governor-General. 
The Secretary is Rev. E. A. Wilson, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. The next 
meeting of the society will be at Toronto, on the second Thursday of May, 
1891. 
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Races and Peoples. By Daniel G. Brinton. New York: N. D. C. 
Hodges. 8vo, pp. 313. 

Dr. Brinton has undertaken the difficult task of presenting the whole 
vast field of anthropological science in a concise and readable form, and 
he has admirably succeeded in giving us a book that is attractive, and, in 
all its parts, suggestive. Although it does not bear immediately upon 
questions to which this Journal is devoted, its subject is so closely related 
to our own, that a brief notice of the interesting volume seems in place. 
The book, notwithstanding the briefness with which necessarily all prob- 
lems are treated, teems with new ideas and excellent critical remarks. The 
introductory chapter treats of " The Physical Elements of Ethnography." 
The second, "The Psychical Elements of Ethnography," is a succinct pres- 
entation of the chief causes governing the development of society. The 
author distinguishes associative and dispersive elements : the former in- 



